This article analyzes the rhetoric used in the Datasaab-IBM controversy when the first computerized national register and taxation system was created in the early 1960s. The aim is to understand how Datasaab could establish a new technological frame and at the same time grow into what became Sweden's first big computer manufacturer.
Introduction

QH RI WKH ILUVW ELJ VFKHPHV IRU LQWURGXFLQJ (OHFWURQLF 'DWD 3URFHVVLQJ ('3 LQ 6ZHGLVK ³$XWRPDWLVN 'DWDEHKDQ GOLQJ´± GHFHQWUDOL]DWLRQ GHEDWH VRRQ DURVH DV ZHOO DV D GLVFXVVLRQ RI QD WLRQDO LQGXVWULDO DQG WHFKQRORJ\ SROLF\ 7KH WHFKQRORJLFDO FRQWURYHUV\ GHVFULEHG LQ WKLV DUWLFOH FRQ FHUQV ZKLFK V\VWHP GHVLJQ DQG ZKLFK FRPSXWHU YHQGRU WR FKRRVH IRU WKH FHQWUDO FLYLF UHJLVWUDWLRQ DQG WD[ FROOHFWLRQ SURMHFW &HQWUDOD )RONERNI|ULQJV RFK 8SSE|lQVVW\UHOVHUQD 7KH VHFRQG SKDVH RI WKH FRQWURYHUV\ KDV WR GR ZLWK WHFKQRORJ\ FKRLFH 2Q ZKDW JURXQGV DQG E\ ZKLFK FULWHULD VKRXOG RQH YHQGRU EH SUHIHUUHG" 7KH UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ IURP WKH &RPPLWWHH RQ
)LJ ³'²7KH 6ZHGLVK &RPSXWHU´ ZDV WKH FKRLFH RI WKH V DFFRUGLQJ WR 6DDE 7KH EURFKXUH WHOOV D WDOH RI TXDOLW\ IOH[LELOLW\ DQG UHOLDELOLW\ 6RXUFH 6YHQVND $HURSODQ $NWLHERODJHW '²GHQ VYHQVND GDWDPDVNLQHQ
6DDE (OHNWURQLNDYGHOQLQJHQ
VL]H ± H[SDQGDELOLW\ SHUIRUPDQFH
± VSHHG TXDOLW\ ± UHOLDELOLW\ VDIHW\ V\VWHP ± DGDSWDELOLW\ HFRQRP\ ± YHUVDWLOLW\ VHUYLFH 
)LJ /LNH SDSHU WDSH VSXUWLQJ RXW IURP D SXQFK WKH DUJXPHQWV DV WR ZK\ D ' ZDV WKH FKRLFH RI WKH V FXW D SLFWXUH IURP WKH 6(9 FRPSXWHU FHQWHU LQWR VWULSV (DFK SDLU EXLOW RQ DQ DUJXPHQW FKDQJLQJ IURP WHFKQLFDO GHWDLOV WR PRUH JHQHUDO ³YDOXHV 6RXUFH 6YHQVND $HURSODQ $NWLHERODJHW '²GHQ VYHQVND GDWDPDVNLQHQ
6DDE (OHNWURQLNDYGHOQLQJHQ ,QVLGH WZR OLQHV UDQ DFURVV WKH ZKROH VSUHDG +HUH SLOHG RQ WKH SLFWXUH RI WKH FRPSXWHU VHWXS DW 6NDQGLQDYLVND (OYHUN WKH PDLQ IHDWXUHV RI WKH V\VWHP ZHUH SUHVHQWHG LQ SDLUV WKDW EXLOW RQ WKH VDPH ERWWRP OLQH DV WKH HDUOLHU EURFKXUH EXW ZLWK D PXFK
LQGXVWULHV • HQJLQHHULQJ • VKLSEXLOGLQJ • SRZHU SODQWV • LQVXUDQFH • PHWHRURORJ\ • DLUFUDIW UHVHDUFK • XQLYHUVLW\ UHVHDUFK • IRRG LQGXVWU\ • URDG DQG ZDWHUPDLQ FRQVWUXFWLRQ DQG • QDWLRQDO UHJLVWHU
7KLV LV D WUXO\ LPSUHVVLYH OLVW RI XVHV 7KLV ZDV D UKHWRULF RI PDVV HIIHFWV EXW DW WKH VDPH WLPH LW ZDV YDJXH 7KH ' ZRXOG EH LQ XVH EXW WKHUH ZDV QR WHVWLPRQ\ WKDW LW ZRUNHG LQ DOO WKHVH DSSOLFDWLRQV 7KH LQVLGH VSUHDG RI WKH EURFKXUH ZLWK LWV VOLFHGXS SLFWXUH UH VHPEOLQJ VWULSV RI SXQFKHG SDSHU WDSH WHOOV D VLPLODU VWRU\ 2Q WKH EDVLV RI WKH ' ¶V WHFKQLFDO TXDOLWLHV DQG 6DDE ¶V ZHOOGRFXPHQWHG HQJLQHHULQJ VNLOOV WKH UHDGHUV ZHUH DVVXUHG WKDW LQQRYDWLYH WKRXJK XQWULHG WHFKQRORJ\ ZDV WKH EHVW FKRLFH LI WKH\ ZDQWHG WR VHFXUH WKHLU ('3 LQYHVWPHQW IRU WKH IXWXUH 7KLV FDQ EH FRPSDUHG WR WKH ,%0 UKHWRULF RI ³VDIH EHWV´ DQG ³ZRUOGZLGH RUJDQL]DWLRQĹ Q LWV VHULHV EURFKXUH
